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Born 1993, London, UK 
Lives and works in London, UK 
 
 
EDUCATION 
 
2017 The Drawing Year, Postgraduate Diploma, Royal Drawing School  
 
2016 BA Fine Art Painting, University of Brighton 
 
2013 Foundation Diploma, City and Guilds Traditional Art School 
 
 
SOLO EXHIBITIONS  
 
2023 Somaya Critchlow: Paintings and Drawings, The FLAG Art Foundation, New York, US 
 
2022 Afternoon’s Darkness, Maximillian William, London, UK 
 
2021 Blow-Up, Galerie Gregor Staiger, Zürich, CH 
 
2020 Underneath a Bebop Moon, Maximillian William, London, UK 
 
2019 Sincere for Synonym, Fortnight Institute, New York, US 
 
2018 Time Never Mattered, Efrain Lopez Projects, Chicago, US 
 
 
GROUP EXHIBITIONS  
 
2024 When We See Us: A Century of Black Figuration in Painting, Kunstmuseum Basel, Basel, CH 

Drawing attention: emerging artists in dialogue, Wolverhampton Art Gallery, Wolverhampton, UK 
 
2023 Drawing attention: emerging artists in dialogue, York Art Gallery, York, UK 

"Pictures Girls Make": Portraitures, curated by Alison M. Gingeras, Blum & Poe, Los Angeles, US 
 
2022 Lucian Freud and the Soul as Sphere, The Lightbox, Woking, UK 

When We See Us: A Century of Black Figuration in Painting, Zeitz Museum of Contemporary Art Africa, Cape 
Town, ZA 
Very Private?, Charleston, East Sussex, UK 
The Story of Art as it’s Still Being Written, curated by Katy Hessel, Victoria Miro, London, UK 
Women Painting Women, the Modern Art Museum of Fort Worth, Fort Worth, US 
Drawing Attention: Emerging British Artists, British Museum, London, UK 
Sweet Lust, White Cube, Paris, FR 
The Soul as Sphere, Maximillian William, London, UK 
Le Dejeuner sur l’herbe, Jeffrey Deitch, Los Angeles, US 
A Decade of Acquisitions of Works on Paper, Hammer Museum, Los Angeles, US 
 

2021 Mixing it Up: Painting Today, Hayward Gallery, London, UK 
Get Lifted!, organised by Hilton Als, Karma, New York, US 
Present Generations, Columbus Museum of Art, Columbus, US 
Drawing Biennial 2021, Drawing Room, London, UK 
and I will wear you in my heart of heart, the FLAG Art Foundation, New York, US 
Ellen Berkenblit / Somaya Critchlow, Grice Bench, Los Angeles, US 

 
2020 Good Pictures, curated by Austin Lee, Jeffrey Deitch, New York, US 

(Nothing but) Flowers, Karma, New York, US 
Xenia: Crossroads in Portrait Painting, Marianne Boesky, New York, US 

 
2019 Role Play, Maximillian William, London, UK 

They Gaze, James Fuentes Gallery, New York, US 
Reimagine, Orleans House Gallery, Twickenham, UK  



 
2018 Downsizing, An Exhibition of Miniature Artworks, London, UK 
2017 FA Art, Sassoon Gallery, part of Folkstone Triennial, Folkstone, UK 
 
2016 Special Blend, Art of Matter, Art Lacuna, London, UK 
 
 
PUBLIC COLLECTIONS 
 
Baltimore Museum of Art, Maryland, US 
British Museum, London, UK 
Carnegie Museum of Art, Pittsburgh, US 
Columbus Museum of Art, Ohio, US 
Hammer Museum, Los Angeles, US 
Henry Art Gallery at the University of Washington, Seattle, US 
ICA Miami, Florida, US 
Los Angeles County Museum of Art, California, US 
RISD Museum, Providence, US 
Sainsbury Centre for Visual Art, Norwich, UK 
Arts Council Collection, London, UK 
Pallant House Gallery, Chichester, UK 
Stedelijk Museum, Amsterdam, NL 
The Box, Plymouth, UK 
Manchester Art Gallery, Manchester, UK  
Wolverhampton Art Gallery, Wolverhampton, UK  
York Art Gallery, York, UK 
 
 
PUBLICATIONS  
 

2024       Luncheons on the Grass: Reimagining Manet's Le Déjeuner Sur L'Herbe, New York: Rizzoli Electa 
 
2022       Afternoons Darkness, London: Maximillian William 
 
2022 When We See Us, London: Thames & Hudson 

Katy Hessel, The Story of Art Without Men, London: Hutchinson Heinemann 
 

2021 (Nothing but) Flowers, New York: Karma 
Somaya Critchlow: Paintings, Milan and London: Skira Editore and Maximillian William 
Mixing It Up: Painting Today, London: Hayward Gallery Publishing 
The Anomie Review of Contemporary British Painting 2, London: Anomie Publishing 
 

2020 Somaya Critchlow: Drawings, London: Maximillian William 
 
2019 Somaya Critchlow: Sincere for Synonym, New York: Fortnight Institute 
 
2016 Special Blend, London: Art of Matter  

Fine Art: Painting, Brighton: Brighton Fine Art Painting 
 
 
TALKS 
 
2023      Somaya Critchlow and Jonah Freud in conversation, Afternoon’s Darkness, Reference Point, London, UK 
 
2023 Lucian Freud and The Soul as Sphere Panel Discussion, Somaya Critchlow with Hettie Judah, Isabel Seligman 

and William Feaver, The Lightbox, Woking, UK 
 
2021 Somaya Critchlow and Isabel Seligman in conversation, Royal Drawing School, London, UK 
 
2020 Somaya Critchlow and Amanda Renshaw in conversation, Maximillian William, London, UK 
 
 
RESIDENCIES 
 
2022 Porthmeor Artists’ Residency Programme at Porthmeor Studios, Cornwall, UK 
 



2019 Great Women Artists x Palazzo Monti Residency, Brescia, Italy  
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